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SUB J : GOJ REQUEST FOR CIVIL USE OF MISAWA AIRBASE (U) 

REF: A. COMUSJAPAN 050447Z JUL 74 

B. CINCPAC 020420Z OCT 74 

C. CINCPACFLT 050422Z OCT 74 

D. CINCPAC 120345Z OCT 74 

SUMMARY: EMBASSY RECOMMENDS PROMPT APPROVAL OF GOJ REQUEST FOR 
CIVIL USE OF MISAWA. END SUMMARY. 

1. OUR RESPONSE TO GOJ REQUEST FOR LIMITED CIVIL 
AIR USE OF MISAWA AB HAS BEEN PENDING SINCE JUNE 6. AT 
TIME OF REQUEST WE WERE DISCUSSING MOVEMENT OF P-3 DETACH- 
MENT TO MISAWA BY JUNE 20. EMBASSY, ON INSTRUCTIONS, ASSURED 
GOJ WE WOULD GIVE THEIR REQUEST QTE PROMPT AND SERIOUS UNQTE 
CONSIDERATION. ALL COMMANDS CONCERNED HAVE NOW GIVEN 
PROBLEM EXHAUSTIVE STUDY. ALTHOUGH EMBASSY NOT FULLY 
INFORMED OF DETAILS, WE UNDERSTAND THAT APPROVAL HAS 
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BEEN WITHHELD BECAUSE OF CONCERN THAT CIVIL AIR 
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OPERATIONS WILL INTERFERE WITH ESSENTIAL MILITARY 
OPERATIONS AND THAT IT WILL LEAD TO IRRESISTABLE 
PRESSURE FOR EXPANDED CIVIL USE OF MISAWA. EMBASSY BELIEVES 
THAT THESE CONCERNS ARE NOT JUSTIFIED IN VIEW OF LIMITED 
NATURE OF GOJ REQUEST AND THE SAFEGUARDS WHICH WILL BE 
BUILT INTO USG APPROVAL OF GOJ REQUEST. SPECIFICALLY: 

A. REQUEST IS FOR ONLY THREE FLIGHTS PER DAY. WE 
CANNOT UNDERSTAND WHY THESE CANNOT BE ACCOMMODATED 
WITHOUT UNDUE INTERFERENCE TO ESSENTIAL OPERATIONS. 

B. FONOFF HAS ASSURED US THAT THERE WILL BE NO 
INCREASES IN FREQUENCIES FOR NEXT FIVE YEARS. REQUEST 
FOR INCREASE IN ANY EVENT WOULD REQUIRE US APPROVAL 
IN JOINT COMMITTEE. 

C. WE UNDERSTAND THAT GOJ LONG RANGE PLANS ENVISAGE 
IMPROVEMENTS IN OTHER TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES WHICH WILL 
REDUCE DEMAND FOR INCREASED CIVIL USE OF MISAWA. 

D. USG APPROVAL OF GOJ REQUEST WOULD BE ON THE 
BASIS OF NON-INTERFERENCE TO MILITARY OPERATIONS 

AND WOULD BE SUBJECT TO OTHER CONDITIONS NECESSARY TO 
MINIMIZE THE IMPACT ON U.S. INTERESTS. 

E. CIVIL USE WOULD ALSO ENAHNCE BASE SUPPORT 
OPERATIONS. 

2. FURTHER, IN EMBASSY'S VIEW FAILURE TO MEET GOJ REQUEST 
COULD CREATE POLITICAL SITUATION WHICH COULD PREJUDICE 
OUR CURRENT OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS- MOST PARTICULARLY 
ASSURED ACCESS TO RIPSAW RANGE AND SMOOTH IMPLEMENTATION 
OF JFAP (P-3 SQUADRON MOVE TO MISAWA). IN OUR DISCUSSIONS 
WITH GOJ WE HAVE STRONGLY RESISTED ANY 

SUGGESTION OF A QUID PRO QUO ON MISAWA. WE NEVERTHELESS 
CANNOT IGNORE POLITICAL REALITIES OF SITUATION. 

GOJ REQUEST REFLECTS REAL REGIONAL REQUIREMENTS AS SEEN 
BOTH BY CENTRAL GOVERNMENT AND CONSERVATIVE LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS WHO HAVE BEEN MAINSTAY OF LOCAL SUPPORT 
FOR OUR BASE PRESENCE. SO FAR, GOJ HAS PLAYED CONSTRUCTIVE, 
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HELPFUL ROLE IN PASSING LEGISLATION DESIGNED TO PROVIDE 
MEANS TO DAMPEN LOCAL PRESSURES OCCASIONED BY RECENT 
SHARP EXPANSION IN OUR USE OF MISAWA AND RIPSAW RANGE BY 
NOISY, HIGH-PREFORMANCE AIRCRAFT. APPROVAL OF GOUJ REQUEST 
WILL HELP FURTHER OFFSET RESENTMENT AGAINST THIS 
INCREASED USE AND ARRIVAL OF P-3'S. 

3. REJECTION OF GOJ REQUEST WILL BE READ AS INDIFFERENCE 
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TO RECOGNIZED LOCAL NEEDS AND WILL REINFORCE VIEW HERETOFORE 
SHARED BY SOME LOCAL GROUPS THAT ONLY SOLUTION POSSIBLE 
IS REMOVAL OF US PRESENCE FROM MISAWA. WE WILL HAVE TO BE 
PREPARED FOR SHARPLY MOUNTING SERIES OF LOCAL POLITICAL 
DIFFICULTIES AND INCREASED OBSTACLES TO OUR USE OF THIS 
IMPORTANT FACILITY. REJECTION WILL MAKE IT MUCH MORE 
DIFFICULT FOR GOJ TO COUNTER THESE LOCAL PRESSURES. 

4. EMBASSY THEREFORE RECOMMENDS PROMPT APPROVAL OF GOJ 
REQUEST. 

HODGSON 
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